By DEAN TODD
Register-Republie Staff Writer

Celelirating ils 10th annivérsary.
Blackhowk Flying Club can tick
aff a pretly impressive list of ac-
complishmenis in ils decade of
PTOSICAE,

—Blackhawk is the lirgest
member-owned  non-profit flying
elub in the Midwest and one of
the top five in the United States

—Membership has grown from
the seven who founded the club
1953 (o 73 today.

—More than 15 per cenl of all
\|registered  fliers. in Winnebigo
County are members. gecording to
|cluly oficers.

—From the eriginal fwo-plaze,

planes, including three [our-piace
and two two-place craft,

—A sixth plane, larger and fast-
er than those in the present fleet,
will be added next spring.

—Blackhawk mamlains iis own
clithroom, named for the late Earl
Warner, a member who contribut-
ed much tme and effort fo sup-
port of the club.

To mark ils 10th annmersary,
Plackhawk will hold open house
in. the Earl Warner clubrodm sl
Grealer Rockford  Airporl Sun-
day [rom 8§ a.m. 1o 5 pam.

Club aircraft will be available
for free flighis for prospective
members. re'll be free coffee
and refreshments also.

Blackhawk was {ounded primar-

ily fo promote privale fying. IU's
- |been successful because the
ius been able {o keep flying cosls
geared fo the packetbook of the
average nrivate pilot. -+

A novice joining Blackhawk can
learn fo fly_and win his private
pilot’s cerlificate for $395, and

side-by-side  Aeronca Chief, the
club’s flesl has increased to five

club

some members have aceomplished
this in 90 days. For a Class 1
membership, which applies 1o the
two-place training-type planes, ¥-
itiation fee is §175. For Class Il
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!

month lo cover fixed overhead
costs such as insurance, license
fees, and hangar rent.
Membership is now open, al-
though the rolls are closed from
time to time so all members can
have a fair chance fo use the
!plnnﬁs,

Blackhawk operates ool of
holh Machesney and  Grealer
Rockford Aimporis. Its planes are
the two-place Piper J-3 Cub for
{raining; (wo-place Piper Colt
for training ond short bosiness
irips; and three Cessna 1725, all-
mifal four-plice planes used for
training, business and pleasure
lrips, and ‘long cross-couniry
fighls. !

Club membership is a pretly
aotd cross-section of the commu-
nity. There are faclory workess,
doclors, lawyers, salesmen, insur-
ince men, business owners, and
other categories. Incidenlaly, there
is an aclive ladies mmiliary which
gimi}:m its influence felt by the
b,

To rescrve a plane, the member
may call a telephone answering
service, day or night, and give
his name, date and {ime he wanis
to pick up the plane, and length
of time he'll need it. Planes go
out on a first come, first served
basis — that student pilois
get priority when an instruetor has
been  engaped., Blackhawk wel:
comes students, incidentally, and
has instructors available,
.Blackhawk's directors operate
the' club. They include Don Fur
land, president;’ Al Mera, pasi
president; Phil Walden, secretary;
Marv Schulthelss, ireasurer; Max
Matthews, ations officer; Ev-
wrett Beachtel, social director, and
Brana Peters, safety director,

membership, covering all planes,
the fee is $205, Dues are §5 &

|

_ﬁm@ﬂg Top 5 in U.S.

day each monfh in the clubroom
at Greater Rockford, Meetings are
open o the public, as well as to
members, ¥

Blackhawk has sponsored a
March of Dimes airliff the past
two years. Social aclivities have
included the annual Rockiord Avi-
alion Dance in the spring, club
pitnie in the summer, and fall
banguet and election.

Members regularly share long
flights, such as weekend fishing
trips to ihe north woods and to
various one-day or half-day fly-in
breakfasts throughout the Mid-
west, .

That VIIF-UHF aotomatie  di-
rection finding equipment appar-
enlly will actually be installed
at Greaber Rockfond Airport,

It's been rumorced for months,
but mow ihe Federal Awiation
Ageney has definitely rammed
it, Teniative installation dale set
by FFA is June of 105i.

It's primarily for providing con-
fused pilots with a heading tfo-
ward an airport, No additional ra-
dio equipment is needed in the
eockpit, since the pilot will watch
the: same needle he uses for the
|omni-range,

Chamber .
ToElect
Nov. 19 '

Rockford Chamber ' of Com-
merce officers will be elected dur-
ing an annual direciors’ meeting
Tuesday, Nov: 19, in the Faust
Holel.

Directars named during the Nov.
14 annual membership meeling
will join those whose lerms are
unexpired in naming their officers,
according to Russell C. Gibson,
chamber president. Awards will be
presented directors whose lerms
have expired, as well as fo 1863

Lireglors meet the second Mon-

eommitles chairmen.
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